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ELQQR DEBATE

S E N ATOR WICKERSHAM: If w e  could p a s s  over t hat and take up
se c t io n 4.

S E N A T O R  CUDABACK: S e ction 3 is p a s s e d  over. Ar e  there any
o b j e ctions to it? It is so ordered.

CLERK: Mr. President, S e nator W i c k e r s h a m  w o u l d  m o v e  to amend
w i t h  the fo ur t h  compo n e n t  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  amendments, FA946, I 
believe, is it n ot? (Legislative J o u r n a l  p a g e  1153.)

S E N ATOR WICKERSHAM: I b e l i e v e  that is correct, Mr. Clerk.

S E N A T O R  CUDABACK: S e nator W i c k e r s h a m  to open.

S E N A T O R  WICKERSHAM: Mr. President, m e m b e r s  of th e  body, this
p o r t i o n  of th e  commi t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s  is th e  b a s e  br o a d e n i n g  
p o r t i o n  that wa s  r e c o m m e n d e d  to y o u  b y  th e  R e v e n u e  Committee. 
Y o u  can see t hat in the p age 4 of t he handout. We have 
had. ..and that's all I am g o i n g  to say about that. The 
commi t t e e  be l i e v e s  that b a s e  b r o a d e n i n g  in the sales ta x  b a s e  is 
appropriate. It is a p o l i c y  in i t i a t i v e  t h a t  w e  n e e d  to 
undertake. I t h i n k  I indic a t e d  e a rlier t o d a y  t hat we have 
p e r h a p s  a hig h e r  sales t ax rate t han w e  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  to 
h a v e  b e c a u s e  w e  have s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a n a r r o w  t a x  b a s e  in 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  to n e i g h b o r i n g  states. That ' s  for th e  sales tax 
base. So th e  commi t t e e  was m ore t h a n  w i l l i n g  to r e c o m m e n d  to 
you, and this is an issue t hat S e n ator B r a s h e a r  ha s  advocated 
for m a n y  years, an d  I t h i n k  h e  will h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  to say on 
t h is  topic, t hat we do, indeed, b r o a d e n  t he sales ta x  base. So 
t ha t ' s  th e. .. t h a t ' s  the p r o p o s a l  t hat y ou see in this p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  committee amendment. However, let m e  start th e  d i s c ussion 
about wh e r e  we will go from here. I h a v e  fi l e d  an amend m e n t  to 
this p o r t i o n  of the commi t t e e  a m e n dment s w h i c h  c ombines another 
element. Not o nly wo u l d  it h a v e  a b r o a d e n i n g  of th e  sales tax 
base, b ut  it w o u l d  also c o n t a i n  a p a r t i a l  r o l l b a c k  of the 1997 
income t ax reduction. In other words, t he a m e n d m e n t  that will 
come along shortly, and w e ' l l  a s k  yo u  to approve, w o u l d  h a v e  two 
c o m p onents in it; one, a p a r t i a l  rollback, a on e - h a l f  rollback 
of the 1997 income t a x  r e d u c t i o n  and, secondly, a base 
b r o a d e n i n g  for the sales ta x  base, and I'm h ave...I h a v e  a sheet


